ST. MARY OF NAZARETH /ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI — WEST WICKHAM
19t July 2020: Sixth Sunday after Trinity

Hazel writes:

During the week we have fleshed out what it means to worship in a socially-distanced
way. We insist on hand sanitiser and face masks are recommended, with both these
available in the church buildings, as well as readings and liturgy sheets. Please only
come to the services if you feel comfortable being inside with many other people.
There will be no opportunity for social interaction within the church building, but we
will be continuing with our regular coffee and chat and home group meetings on-line.
If you would like to join one of these groups, please do be in touch with a member of
the ministry team:

Hazel O’Sullivan, Richard Ford, Debbie Adams, Ken Bryan, Brian Griffiths, Rowena
Griffiths and Nicky Nightingale.

Black Lives Matter or All Lives Matter? Thursday July 23™ at 8pm.

If you’ve ever wondered what it means to be on the receiving end of racism or why
racism is so much in the public eye currently, this is your opportunity to ask any
guestions you may have either in advance or on the night. Questions can be sent to
Richard Ford; richard.ford73@ntlworld.com. If you wish to remain anonymous, just

let Richard know or put them through his letterbox: 7 Sylvan Way, West Wickham,
BR4 9HA. A Zoom invitation has been sent to everyone, but if you have not received
it, please do ask Richard for the details.

The church buildings will continue to be open for private prayer in July at the
following times:

e Mondays — St Mary’s from 10.30am to 12noon

e Tuesdays — St Mary’s from 2 to 3.30pm

e Wednesdays — St Francis’ from 2 to 3.30pm

e Thursdays — St Francis’ from 10.30am to 12noon

e Fridays — St Mary’s from 9 to 10.30am

e Saturdays — St Francis’ from 9 to 10.30am
The spaces are very safe with sanitiser and social distancing measures in place and
are supervised, so that these measures can be appropriately maintained.

Please do bring Foodbank donations to the Vicarage. Currently they need long-life
fruit juice, squash, cold meat, mash potato packets, custard, rice pudding, jam,
biscuits, men’s toiletries, clothes wash detergent and nappies (sizes 5&6). There are
large stocks of pasta, beans, soup, UHT milk, rice and tomatoes and these items are
politely discouraged at the present time. Thank you for your continuing support.
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Margaret Green is holding a garage sale at 116 The Grove, West Wickham on
Saturday 25 July from 10.30am to 2pm. There will be many items large and small,
including a camp bed, coffee table, stools, gym-size exercise bike, books, CDs, DVDs,
dress fabric, china, cutlery and glassware. All donations will go to Mind, Cancer
Research UK, MNDA and St Christopher’s Hospice. Tea and coffee will be available.

Christine & Ken Bryan would like to thank all at St Mary’s for the lovely flowers that
were sent to celebrate their Golden Wedding Anniversary.

Our plans for a new audio-visual system at St Mary’s have now been approved by
the diocese and the PCC agreed a schedule for installation last week. If you pledged
an amount to be put towards this project or would like to make a donation now,
please would you be in touch with Bob West: robandlinwest@tiscali.co.uk or 020

8776 0210 to arrange payment.

Here's an example of one of the Churches
Together bereavement packs. These have
been very much appreciated by those that they
have been given to. If you know someone who
is recently bereaved and you would like to give
them one of these, please do be in touch with
me. Hazel
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Resources and updates for the week ahead — An audio file of the sermon and a video

of the service have been posted to the websites for today. All other files have been
combined together and posted as a pew sheet which has been sent on paper to those
who have told us that they are not on-line. Please tell someone if you know of
somebody who is not accessing this material.

Other worship and resources that you might want to listen to or look at on Sunday:
° The Church of England’s national virtual service will be available on their
website at www.churchofengland.org.

° The BBC have the following programmes to watch and listen to:
= Sunday Worship at 8.10am on Radio 4 from the Catholic Diocese of Leeds;
= Choral Evensong at 3pm on Radio 3 from Chichester Cathedral;
= On BBC 1: Sunday Morning Live at 10.30am and Songs of Praise at 1.15pm
from Eyam in Derbyshire.
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Each week our “coffee/tea & chat” on Thursday at 2.30 pm is an opportunity to
share with others. It is just 40 minutes and you don’t need to commit to joining each
week. Please let Rowena (rowena.griff19@btinternet.com /020 8777 6112) know if
you would like the log-in details.

Any items for the joint pew sheet to Hazel and items for the websites to
brian.griff19@btinternet.com.
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Sunday 19t July 2020

Sixth Sunday after Trinity

Collect

Creator God,

you made us all in your image:
may we discern you in all that
we see, and serve you in all
that we do; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

First Reading: Romans 8:12-25
1250 then, brothers and

sisters, we are debtors, not to
the flesh, to live according to
the flesh— 3for if you live
according to the flesh, you will
die; but if by the Spirit you put
to death the deeds of the body,
you will live. **For all who are
led by the Spirit of God are
children of God. ** For you did
not receive a spirit of slavery to
fall back into fear, but you have
received a spirit of adoption.
When we cry, ‘Abba! Father!”
16it is that very Spirit bearing
witness with our spirit that we
are children of God, ¥ and if
children, then heirs, heirs of
God and joint heirs with
Christ—if, in fact, we suffer
with him so that we may also
be glorified with him.

18| consider that the sufferings
of this present time are not
worth comparing with the glory
about to be revealed to

us. °For the creation waits
with eager longing for the
revealing of the children of
God; ?°for the creation was
subjected to futility, not of its
own will but by the will of the
one who subjected it, in

hope 2 that the creation itself
will be set free from its

bondage to decay and will
obtain the freedom of the glory
of the children of God. 2 We
know that the whole creation
has been groaning in labour
pains until now; 2 and not only
the creation, but we ourselves,
who have the first fruits of the
Spirit, groan inwardly while we
wait for adoption, the
redemption of our bodies.
24For in hope we were saved.
Now hope that is seen is not
hope. For who hopes for what
is seen? 2 But if we hope for
what we do not see, we wait
for it with patience.

Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

24He put before them another
parable: ‘The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to
someone who sowed good
seed in his field; 2° but while
everybody was asleep, an
enemy came and sowed weeds
among the wheat, and then
went away. 26So when the
plants came up and bore grain,
then the weeds appeared as
well. 2 And the slaves of the
householder came and said to
him, “Master, did you not sow
good seed in your field?
Where, then, did these weeds
come from?” 2 He answered,
“An enemy has done this.” The
slaves said to him, “Then do
you want us to go and gather
them?” 2°But he replied, “No;
for in gathering the weeds you
would uproot the wheat along
with them. 3% Let both of them
grow together until the
harvest; and at harvest time |

will tell the reapers, Collect the
weeds first and bind them in
bundles to be burned, but
gather the wheat into my
barn.”’

3 Then he left the crowds and
went into the house. And his
disciples approached him,
saying, ‘Explain to us the
parable of the weeds of the
field.” 3 He answered, ‘The one
who sows the good seed is the
Son of Man; 3the field is the
world, and the good seed are
the children of the kingdom;
the weeds are the children of
the evil one, **and the enemy
who sowed them is the devil;
the harvest is the end of the
age, and the reapers are
angels. 4% Just as the weeds are
collected and burned up with
fire, so will it be at the end of
the age. ** The Son of Man will
send his angels, and they will
collect out of his kingdom all
causes of sin and all

evildoers, #and they will throw
them into the furnace of fire,
where there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth. #*Then
the righteous will shine like the
sun in the kingdom of their
Father. Let anyone with

ears listen!

Post Communion Prayer

God of our pilgrimage,

you have led us to the living
water: refresh and sustain us
as we go forward on our
journey, in the name of Jesus
Christ our Lord.
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REFLECTION for the 6th Sunday of Trinity 19" July 2020

It is good to be coming out of lockdown but how much has our patience been tried as we
endure the pandemic. We are still in a state of not knowing what tomorrow might bring, in
terms of local spikes, area lockdowns or second waves of the virus. There is also the added
considerations of what we can do safely, when and where to put on a face mask, who we can
meet and how many can be in one place at a time.

This has left us concerned to do the right thing, worried for ourselves and for others, some
with feelings of isolation and depression and some having been sick with the virus leaving
them feeling the effects for some while after the main sickness, and some people mourning
those who have died.

Now | don’t want to downplay any of what | have just said but | am comforted when | read in
Paul’s epistle to the Romans verse eighteen where he says “I consider that the sufferings of
this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us”.

Paul himself was a man not unfamiliar with hardships and suffering as we are told in 2
Corinthians chapter 11 he was flogged and beaten at different times, was in difficult situations
through shipwreck, in danger from bandits as well as from non-believers and even false
believers as well as being hungry and thirsty and suffering sleepless nights. He suffered
greatly, so the belief that God’s glory was to come must have been enough to keep him going
through adversity.

Thoughts of the glory to be revealed to us, reminds me of a visit to relations in New
Hampshire USA. We were taken on a walk. On the walk we soon entered a wooded area and
a small path wound this way and that around and through the trees and the bushes. The path
took a rise and we started walking uphill. It got quite steep as we left the trees behind us.

We soon came upon a large rounded rock formation which we clambered up. As we stood on
the top, the view that we had been promised was amazing. There stretched out in front and
around us was a view of the rolling countryside for miles and miles. Little towns and villages
dotted from near to the far horizon.

We go through life not seeing all that is around us that God has provided. We struggle
through difficulties and it often seems that life is an uphill struggle. Eventually we will come to
see ourselves and creation as God wants it to be.

The suffering now will be far outweighed by the glory that is going to be unveiled to us and for
us.

When we become fully children of God then creation itself will change and be set free from
decay. So hard to imagine but the promise is there. We cannot see this at the moment but
we hope for it in the future. But until then we wait in patience.

And patience is at the heart of our gospel reading.



Today we have the parable of the weeds. Good seed is sown by a farmer in his field wanting
to grow a crop of wheat. However he was devastated to see weeds growing up with the
wheat. These had been planted by an enemy. The good seed is sown by the Son of Man into
the field which is the world. The seeds are the people some good and some evil. Some
hearing the word and some choosing not to.

So the wheat and the weeds grow up together. The question is, should these weeds be
rooted out as soon as they are seen? The answer is no, and Jesus explains to his disciples
that you might uproot some good plants at the same time. Only when both have fully grown
then the weeds should be pulled up first and discarded then the wheat can be harvested and
be gathered into the barn.

The answer in this parable doesn’t make easy reading. Surely it would be better to remove
the weeds as soon as you see them. But God'’s rule over this world and the coming of his
kingdom is hard for us to understand.

Yet would we be really happy if God did control everything in an obvious way. If everyone’s
thoughts and actions brought an instant judgement by God with punishment as He sees fit.
We know that we do and say wrong things. Would we not want time to repent and say sorry
to God? To turn away from any evil that we do.

We also know that some people in prison for serious crimes can turn to God. Repent of their
crimes and lead a new life following Christ. Some even serve the church as vicars.

So the price of God not stepping in to judge every minor misdemeanour is that some horrific
evils can take place. Can we really ask God to intervene when we want him to and to take a
back seat at other times?

The parable is about waiting, which is something we all find difficult. The farmer waits for the
harvest, watching the weeds grow up with the wheat. All the while worrying what damage the
weeds will do to the crop and how they will take the goodness of the soil away from the crop.
We must wait. Watching evil have its day and wait for God’s kingdom.

The servants in the reading had wanted to go out straight away and root out the weeds but
the master restrains them telling them that things are more complicated than they first
imagine.

Patience is called for. The servants' patience, our patience and even showing God’s patience
as he waits for the harvest time not wanting to destroy any wheat while watching the evil have
its day.

God'’s kingdom is coming slowly. Through the life and work of Jesus and then of all his
followers.

Jesus wasn'’t just waiting for the kingdom but was working for it every day. Being
compassionate, facing evil. Challenging those who would not do things in God’s way.
Unnecessary rules or the exploitation of wealth and position at the expense of others.



We know that God was at work when Jesus was on the cross and he rose from the dead.

We must have patience waiting for the coming of God’s kingdom fully into creation but all the
while, like Jesus, we should be living a right life, doing what He would have us do for
ourselves and for others. And identifying evil and facing and challenging it wherever we see it.

| would like to end with the words of the song ‘In Christ alone’.

In Christ alone my hope is found,

He is my light, my strength, my song;
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground,
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace,
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My Comforter, my All in All,

Here in the love of Christ | stand.

Prayer pointers

We give thanks to God that we are able to return to gathered worship in our churches
this Sunday and we pray for all on our ministry team who have made this possible and
who have provided online worship during lockdown. We thank God that during
lockdown our worship has been a place of abundance —an abundance of new skills
learned to bring imaginative and challenging services to our congregations.

We pray for all those who selflessly give of themselves to help those on the margins of
society. We hold before God the Good Shepherd Mission to the Homeless, to which
members of our congregations contribute, as it faces difficult choices for the future and
we give thanks for their care and concern for the homeless over many years. May we
be caring congregations who, like the Good Samaritan, are not afraid to take a risk to
reach out to the poor and needy.

We pray for an end to gun and knife violence on our streets. As lockdown has eased so
the crime rate has increased. We pray for the soul of Dean Edwards who was killed last
Sunday in a shooting in Penge. We pray for the police who have the difficult task of
solving crimes and bringing the perpetrators to justice.

Continue to pray for governments across the world as difficult decisions have to be
made to deal with the Covid19 pandemic. We pray for the leaders of cities and
countries still in lockdown. Especially today we hold before God the local leaders of
Leicester in our own country and Melbourne in Australia where there has been an
increase in the number of cases.



Continue to pray for all those who have lost their jobs as more businesses in the past
week have closed or entered administration. We pray for those with families to
support and who are going to find it difficult to cope without employment. We hold
before God those who work to help the unemployed especially local work clubs, Job
Centres and foodbanks.



